10/29/04 16:16 FAX 401 832 1231 PATENTS ©007 

* » 

Application Serial No: 10/679,675 Attorney Docket No. 82870 

In reply to Office Action of 6 October 2004 

REMARKS / ARGUMENTS 
Claims 1-16 are currently pending in the application. 
Claims 1-10 are allowed- Claims 11-16 are rejected to. Claims 
11-16 are cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer by this 
response. 

This Office Action has rejected claims 11-16 under 35 
U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by Lombardi (Reference A: 
U.S. Patent No. 3,972,046). 

The Office Action states that the Lombardi reference 
teaches the claimed method, including a housing 1, buoyant body 
3 connected thereto via a tether 5, and a deployed tow cable 11 
attached to the submarine. 

Regarding claim 12, such fails to define over the operation 
of retracting the antenna assembly. 

Regarding claims 13 and 16, it would be inherent in the 
operation of the device of Lombardi, to periodically deploy the 
antenna assembly, and then retrieve the assembly, and then once 
again deploy same to re-establish communication. Such an 
operation would inherently include the step of re-positioning 
the equilibrium depth. 

This Office Action has allowed claims 1-10. 

These rejections and objections are respectfully resolved 
in view of these amendments and remarks that follow. 
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Application Serial No: 10/679,675 Attorney Docket No. 82870 

In reply to Office Action of 6 October 2004 

This Office Action has rejected claims 11-16 under 35 
U.S.C. §. 102(b) as being anticipated by Lombardi (Reference A: 
U.S. Patent No. 3,972,046). In response, claims 11-16 have been 
cancelled without prejudice or disclaimer. The rejection of the 
Office Action is therefore resolved for these claims. 

Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and 
, allowance of the application. 

The Examiner is invited to telephone Michael P. Stanley, 
Attorney for Applicants, at 401-832-6393 if, in the opinion of 
the Examiner, such a telephone call would serve to expedite the 
prosecution of the subject patent application. 

Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS J. GIESEKE 

29 October 2004. By 

Attorney of Record 
Reg. No. 47108 
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